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Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SNM-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 DEAE-00 AID-05 SAJ-01 10-13 SIL-01 

LAB-04 OMB -01 EUR-12 EB-07 COM-02 IGA-02 SCCT-01 SY-05 

CU-02 SCA-01 INSE-00 VO-03 DHA-02 OES-06 TRSE-00 /136W 

067938 

R 050920Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1452 
INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPER 
AMCONSUL MANDALAY UNN 
DEA BANGKOK UNN 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK UNN 
AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI UNN 
USLO PEKING UNN 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE UNN 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL UNN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 1 OF 2 RANGOON 1488 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: P NT PFOR BM 
SUB J : JOINT WEEKA #17 

1 . NARCOTICS: BURMA ARMY MOUNTS MAJOR REFINERY ATTACK (UNCLASSIFIED) 

BURMA ARMY UNITS FERRIED BY BELL HELICOPTERS ATTACKED A MAJOR AI 
HSIAO-SHIH REFINERY/OPERATIONS BASE APRIL 26 CLOSE TO THE THAI 
BORDER IN SOUTHERN SHAN STATE. NINE OF THE DEFENDERS WERE KILLED 
WHILE BURMA ARMY LOST 2 DEAD. LARGE AMOUNTS OF NARCOTICS IN VARIOUS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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STAGES OF PROCESSING WERE SEIZED AS WERE CHEMICALS AND NUMEROUS 
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HEAVY AND LIGHT WEAPONS. GUB FLEW ALL AVAILABLE FOREIGN MILITARY 
ATTACHES TO THE SITE APRIL 29 FOR BRIEFINGS AND HAS GIVEN THE RAID 
EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY. (RANGOON 1421 AND 1440). 

2. NARCOTICS: GUB PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

AT THE INSTIGATION OF PRESIDENT NE WIN AND THE DIRECTION OF INFOR- 
MATION MINISTER U LWIN, GUB IS CURRENTLY CONDUCTING MAJOR PRESS 
CAMPAIGN ABOUT NARCOTICS. PROMINENT AMONG THIS IS LENGTHY ARTICLE 
WRITTEN BY PAUL MESKIL AND PUBLISHED LATE MARCH IN NEW YORK DAILY 
NEWS WHICH HAS BEEN REPRINTED AS TEN PART SERIAL IN BOTH ENGLISH 
NEWSPAPERS AND TWO LEADING BURMESE PAPERS. SERIES CONCENTRATES 
ON DRUG TRAFFICKING FROM THEILAND THROUGH HONG KONG AND LAYS BLAME 
TO CHINESE TRAFFICKERS, CORRUPT THAI OFFICIALS AND AMERICAN SER- 
VICEMEN (BURMA IS MENTIONED ONLY AS PART OF GOLDEN TRIANGLE FROM 
WHICH OPIUM ORIGINATES). ARTICLE WAS SUBTITLED BY DAILY NEWS "THE 
CHINESE CONNECTION" WHICH ALLEGEDTY BROUGHT COMPLAINT FROM PRC 
EMBASSY HERE. AT CONCLUSION OF SERIES, PRESS ADVISES READERS TO 
SEE FUTURE ARTICLES ON BURMESE EFFORTS TO HALT FLOW OF ILLICIT 
NARCOTICS. SUBSEQUENTLY, HEAVY PUBLICITY GIVEN TO BURMA ARMY RAID 
AGAINST AI HSIAO-SHIH REFINERY (ITEM 1) AND WPD EDITORIAL MAY 5 
NOTES "CAMPAIGN AGAINST SOURCE OF DRUGS IS BEING CARRIED OUT.... 

IN THE INTEREST OF HUMAN SOCIETY AS A WHOLE." 

3. CENTRAL PEOPLE'S WORKERS COUNCIL (UNCLASSIFIED) 

ANNUAL MEETING OF CENTRAL PEOPLE'S WORKERS COUNCIL (CPWC) ENDED 
APRIL 30. WORKERS' REPRESENTATIVES VOICED FEW SUBSTANTIVE COMP 
LAINTS DURING MEETING AND SESSION CONCLUDED BY PASSING RESOLUTIONS 
CALLING FOR REORGANIZATION OF WORKERS' COUNCILS; MASS WORKER PARTI- 
CIPATION IN IMPLEMENTING BURMA'S ECONOMIC PLAN; AND ELIMINATION OF 
SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS FROM RANKS OF WORKERS. CPWC REMAINS A GOVERN- 
MENT CONTROLLED ORGAN AND OPERATES MUCH AS A COMPANY UNION. 

4. MAY DAY A WASHOUT (UNCLASSIFIED) 

MAY 1 (WORKERS' DAY IN BURMA) PASSED VIRTUALLY UNNOTICED IN THIS 
SOCIALIST COUNTRY. A TROPICAL RAINSTORM FORCED A SCHEDULED OUT- 
DOOR RALLY TO BE MOVED TO AN INDOOR AUDITORIUM WHICH WAS UNABLE TO 
ACCOMMODATE ALL PARTICIPANTS. THIS WAS PROBABLY NO DISAPPOINTMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO GUB WHICH IN RECENT YEARS HAS SOUGHT ITS OWN MEANS TO DAMPEN 
MAY DAY ACTIVITIES IN VIEW OF WORKER UNREST. MAY 1 IS BECOMING A 
NON-EVENT IN SOCIALIST BURMA. 

5. GUB SEEK FRG ASSISTANCE FOR MONYWA COPPER DEPOSIT (LIMIT OFF USE) 

ACCORDING TO DIRECTOR GENERAL GUB MINISTRY OF MINES, BOTH FRG AND 
GUB ARE HAVING SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT RECENTLY CONCLUDED LOAN AG RF. E- 
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MENT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF BAWD WIN MINES (WEEKA #16, ITEM 8). IN VIEW 
OF INSURGENT ACTIVITIES AND POOR SECURITY IN THE AREA, FRG SUGGEST- 
ED SHIFTING THE DM65 MILLION SOFT LOAN TO THE MONYWA COPPER DEPO- 
SIT. GUB QUITE WILLING TO ACCEPT THIS PROPOSAL, BUT FEELS THE 
AMOUNT NOT SUFFICIENT TO DEVELOP MONYWA AND WANTS MINIMUM OF DM100 
MILLION. MINES MINISTER. U MAUNG MAUNG KHA, PLANS TRIP TO BONN IN 
NEAR FUTURE TO DISCUSS PROPOSAL. DIRECTOR GENERAL SAID JAPAN 
WHICH HAD BEEN PROVIDING SOME ASSISTANCE TO MONYWA PROJECT IS 
FAST LOSING INTEREST. (GOJ UNOFFICIALLY TOLD GUB THAT JAPANESE 
FIRMS HAVE ENOUGH COPPER INVESTMENTS TO ASSURE AMPLE SUPPLY FOR 
JAPAN'S NEEDS UNTIL END OF THIS CENTURY.) IF WEST GERMAN GOVERN- 
MENT DOES NOT PROVIDE DESIRED FUNDING FOR MONYWA, GUB CONCEIVABLY 
COULD SEEK PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT WITH PRIVATE FOREIGN FIRM. 
DIRECTOR GENERAL MENTIONED TWO U.S. FIRMS, UNION OIL AND NEWMONT 
MINING, AS STRONG POSSIBILITIES IN THIS REGARD. 

OSBORN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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46 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SNM-02 DEAE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 SAJ-01 IO-13 

SIL-01 LAB-04 OMB-01 EUR-12 EB-07 COM-02 SCCT-01 SY-05 

CU-02 SCA-01 INSE-00 VO-03 DHA-02 OES-06 TRSE-00 /136W 

068314 

R 050920Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1453 
INFO CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMCONSUL MANDALAY 
DEA BANGKOK UNN 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK UNN 
AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI UNN 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU UNN 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI UNN 
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USLO PEKING UNN 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE UNN 
AMEMBASSY SEOUL UNN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 2 OF 2 RANGOON 1488 

6. BOMB EXPLOSION (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE, PROBABLY A GRENADE, WENT OFF MAY 4 AT THE 
RANGOON RAILWAY STATION, CAUSING SOME DAMAGE. FEW FACTS ARE AS 
YET AVAILABLE ABOUT THE EXPLOSION, BUT PAST EXPERIENCE WOULD INDI- 
CATE ATTACK CARRIED OUT BY THAILAND-BASED PPP INSURGENT GROUP 
FORMERLY HEADED BY U NU. IN THIS CONNECTION, PRESS ANNOUNCED 
APRIL 30 THAT KYAUKTADA TOWNSHIP COURT HAD SENTENCED PPP TERRORIST 
KO NYI MAUNG TO DEATH FOR HAVING CARRIED OUT SEVEN BOMB ATTACKS IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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RANGOON, THE MOST RECENT OF WHICH OCCURRED IN 1973. 

7. TYPHOON (UNCLASSIFIED) 

UNSEASONABLY EARLY TYPHOON, WITH GUSTS UP TO 100 MPH, SWEPT TOWARD 
ARAKAN COAST LAST WEEK, THEN ABRUPTLY TURNED INLAND TOWARD BASSEIN 
AND RANGOON. STORM CAUSED EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM, TOTAL, TO TEMPOR- 
ARILY ABANDON ITS RIG OFF THE ARAKAN COAST, AND BOAC VC- 10 HYDRO- 
PLANED DOWN MINGALADON RUNWAY, SKIDDED, AND ENDED UP STUCK IN MUD 
(IT HAS SINCE BEEN AHULED OUT). STORM MAY ALSO HAVE DAMAGED PADDY 
FROM PREVIOUS CROP STILL STORED OUT-OF-DOORS. 

8. CHAUK DISCIPLINE (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

IN A DEFT BIT OF EX POST FACTO LEGISLATION, PRESS ANNOUNCED MAY 1 
(LABOR DAY) THAT CHAUK PEOPLE'S COUNCIL HAD DECLARED IT LEGAL TO 
SHOOT PEOPLE STEALING CRUDE OIL AND OIL FIELD PROPERTY AT THE CHAUK 
FIELD, THUS GIVING OFFICIAL STANDING TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT OF 
A WEEK BEFORE (SEE WEEKA #16, ITEM 9). 

9. MOROCCAN ENVOY VISITS RANGOON (UNCLASSIFIED) 

MOHAMMED BOUCETTA, SPECIAL ENVOY OF KING HASSAN H OF MOROCCO, MADE 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO RANGOON APRIL 29-MAY 1 . ENVOY MET WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER U HLA PHONE AND OTHER MFA OFFICIALS, AND HE LEFT BEHIND 
A MESSAGE FROM KING HASSAN II FOR PRESIDENT NE WIN. COMMENT: THIS 
VISIT FOLLOWS BY ONE WEEK A SIMILAR VISIT BY SPECIAL ENVOY FROM 
MAURITANIA (WEEKA #16, ITEM 4). WHILE MFA OFFICIALS DESCRIBED 
THESE VISITS AS "GOODWILL TYPES" WITH NOTHING OF SUBSTANCE 
DISCUSSED, IT SEEMS LIKELY THE ENVOYS WERE ATTEMPTING TO ENLIST 
SUPPORT FOR THEIR GOVERNMENTS' POSITION ON SAHARA. HOWEVER, THIS 
ISSUE OF LITTLE CONCERN TO BURMA. 
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10. NORTH KOREAN YOUTH GROUP VISITS (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

PRESS REPORTED MAY 5 THAT DELEGATION FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE SOCIALIST WORKER YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF NORTH KOREA IS 
CURRENTLY VISITING BURMA AND HAD MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF ITS 
BURMESE COUNTERPART, THE LANZIN YOUTH CENTRAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE. 
THE REPRESENTATIVES FROM BOTH DISCUSSED SECOND YOUTH CONFERENCE FOR 
YOUTHS FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO BE HELD IN PYONGYANG. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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COMMENT: MENTION OF SECOND YOUTH CONFERENCE IN PRESS REPORT IMPLIES 
THAT BURMA MIGHT SEND DELEGATION. 

11. BAC TO BEGIN SINGAPORE SERVICE (UNCLASSIFIED) 

BURMA AIRWAYS CORPORATION (BAC) OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED IT WILL 
BEGIN F-28 COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS TO SINGAPORE ON MAY 17 (WEEKA #16, 

ITEM 1 1). SCHEDULE CALLS FOR DIRECT SERVICE BETWEEN RANGOON AND 
SINGAPORE ON MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS. 

12. IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS (UNCLASSIFIED) 

THE GUB IS CURRENTLY WITHHOLDING PERMISSION TO EMIGRATE FROM ALL 
BURMESE CARRYING ROC PASSPORTS. WHILE NOT RECOGNIZING TAIWAN, THE 
GUB HAD BEEN PERMITTING ETHNIC CHINESE TO USE ROC PASSPORTS FOR 
EXIT FROM BURMA ONLY. THE CURRENT FREEZE MAY INDICATE A 
REASSESSMENT OF THIS POLICY, WHICH COULD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT 
ON CHINESE RESIDENTS EMIGRATING TO THE UNITED STATES. 

13. HEALTH NOTES (UNCLASSIFIED) 

THE UNIDO REGIONAL POPULATION OFFICER IS CURRENTLY IN RANGOON TO 
REVIEW BURMESE POPULATION CONTROL POLICIES. HE HAS INDICATED THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN NO MOVEMENT ON THIS ISSUE IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, 

AND THAT HIGH LEVELS IN THE GUB REMAIN OPPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO 
POPULATION CONTROL. 

WHO AND THE GUB ARE PLANNING A FIVE-YEAR PROGRAM TO CONTROL PLAGUE, 
MALARIA, FILARIASIS, DENGUE, AND TYPE-B ENCEPHALITIS IN BURMA. 

WHO REPORTEDLY WILL APPROACH IAPAN, THE FRG, AND THE U.S. FOR 
$13 MILLION TO FUND THE PROGRAM. 

OSBORN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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